Detection of Candida dubliniensis in patients with candidiasis in Caracas, Venezuela.
Candida species are responsible for 80% of all nosocomial fungal infections. In 1995 a new yeast species was described, Candida dubliniensis which shares with Candida albicans characteristics. We have studied 109 yeast isolates identified as C. albicans to investigate the presence of C. dubliniensis by microbiological studies and PCR using DUBR/DUBF primers. Positive results using microbiological tools were between 90 and 98%. Two morphological and physiological of the 80 DNA examined samples (2.5%) showed a PCR product of 288 bp which allow the identification of C. dubliniensis. This is the first report in Venezuela of identification of this species using a PCR approach.